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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 

The invent i on i s a Disclosed is a system and method for managing data objects 
in a network or networks such that there may be at least n copies of the data 
object and each copy of the data object may be separated by at least a distance 
of d. In the event of a disaster and loss of a data object, there may be at least n-1 
copies of the data object remaining at various sites in the network. Information 
relating to the identity of each data object and location may be maintained in a 
central server or distributed in a doubly linked structure, for example. Further, the 
data object may be copied to storage locations in proximity to requesting sites 
resulting in an increased number of copies of the data object. Less often or less 
recently accessed copies of the data object may be subs e qu e ntly removed to 
return the number of copies to n. I n anoth e r e mbod i ment, data may b e l ost, thus 
r e ducing th e numb e r of copies to b e low "n". N e w cop i es aro created and r e- 
i ns e rt e d into th e network to ma i ntain th e m i n i mum numb e r of copi e s of th e d a ta 
obj e ct i n th e n e twork s e parat e d by at least a d i stanc e of d. 
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